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Preface~

Welcome to A Van Tuyl Chronicle. We invite you to join us on a voyage through history - 650
years of history - told through the documented experiences of real people. When archacologists
excavate an ancient site, they often dig through the various layers according to a predetermined
plan, hoping to reconstruct a picture of the ancient society which built the place and made it their
home through the centuries. A Van Tuyl Chronicle is a similar endeavor. Our excavation plan

was this: we followed some of the documented descendants of Heer Ghijsbrecht van Tuyl, a 14th
century knight of Gelre, through some 20 generations of descendancy. In the 17th century, we
came to a fork in the road - one leading to the modern Netherlands, the other to the United States of
America. We followed both branches of this road into the late 20th century, using as our signposts
the clues left behind by Ghijsbrecht’s descendants named Van Tuyl. Of course, this meant we
followed the male line of descent, since that was, and still is, the European naming convention.
But we met along the way some very remarkable women - such as Geertruyd van ‘s Gravenweert
[as she called herself], the mother of America’s Van Tuyls. We also took a few side trips when
there was something interesting to be found, such as a certain escapade on the island of
Madagascar. Ghijsbrecht’s total number of descendants in the world far, far exceeds the sum total
of his Van Tuyl descendants, of course. Of these people - numbering in the millions - we know
nothing directly - we don’t even know the names of most of them. But we hope that the life
experiences their cousins, the male-descended line of a particular Knight of Gelre, can shed some
light on the way they, and indeed all their contemporaries, lived during the second half of the first
millennium of the Common Era.

Source material for this book is carefully documented in footnotes, and we invite future researchers
to examine these hundreds of documents and publications to revise and correct our interpretations,
if need be. A Van Tuyl Chronicle is a work of historical reconstruction, and as such is subject to
errors. We hope these errors are few. But please be assured that nothing in this work is fiction - or
fictionalized. The actual lives of these ordinary people were interesting enough: there was no need
for imagination. If you are reading this book in the 21st Century - and we hope you will be -
please note that the chapters dealing with the 20th century - chapters within the memory of the
authors and their parents - include personal glimpses of life as we knew it to be. So often, history
stereotypes a period, simplifying it to the point where it becomes a cartoon of itself. The
experiences of ordinary people - such as the Van Tuyls of this book - are somehow forgotten. We
hope that A Van Tuyl Chronicle will play some small part in preserving for you the story of how
people actually lived, worked, and struggled. Happy Reading!
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